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MILT ELLIOT: Well, that’s that. Listen. I’'m sorry
for my part in all this, James Reed. I’ve a temper.
But you should know, I’m not going anywhere.
PATRICK DOLAN:

Safety in numbers.
PATRICK DOLAN: (overhearing; nearby) Don’t
know how safe we are. You were right about the

CUE: JACOB DONNER:
(reluctantly) We must do

What’s that, Jacob?
JACOB DONNER:
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PATRICK DOLAN: Justice. What d’you mean.
JACOB DONNER: Punishment.
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MILT ELLIOT: What punishment
more? The man died.

JACOB DONNER: I don’t mean

John Snyder. I mean James Reed.
MILT ELLIOT: It were an accident.
He didn’t mean to kill him. Hell, we
were all angry.

JACOB DONNER: Motivation doesn’t

matter. A man’s killed a man. And we WHITNEY GALLIARD:
must decide what punishment is to be levied. (aware something’s stirring) What
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JAMES REED: What are we, if we do not
bring the law with us on our pilgrimage.
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WHITNEY GALLIARD: What're  pA TRICK DOLAN: Oh, Jesus. WILLIAM EDDY: Well, we can't exactly

72" you saying, James. We hang you? lock him up in a jail, now, can we?
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this be all goin too fast. what about a trial?
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NELLIE: I cannot judge.
JACOB DONNER: None of us can, Nellie. We have no laws
up here. But better the judgement from one who loves him,
for this we shall all accept.
NELLIE: James, did you kill the man?

JAMES REED: I did, Nellie. It was an accident. But, yes, it
was I who killed him.
NELLIE: Well. There. No need for a trial.

96 ~ JACOB DONNER: Maybe not. But there is a need for a sentence.
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JACOB DONNER: You’re pleading guilty, then?
JAMES REED: And it shall come to pass that the
Lord shall punish the host of the high ones that
are on high. Isaiah 24.
JACOB DONNER: Mrs. Reed?

107" JAMES REED: Nelli¢ --

NELLIE: James. I don't see anything for
it. You must -- you must plead guilty and
accept their verdict. Whatever it is. Will
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JAMES: I will do that. I will

accept your verdict.
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PATRICK DOLAN: But who? Who’s to do the
sentencing? Jacob?
JACOB DONNER: I’'m not fit to judge. Milt Elliot?
MILT ELLIOT: I provoked him. Patrick Dolan?
PATRICK DOLAN: Well, back in Ireland it’d be
hanging. But I don’t know that makes sense for us.
It’s not like he’s a danger. And we need him as a
wagon thrasher. So.
MILT ELLIOT: So.
JACOB DONNER: Mrs. Reed. Can ye pronounce
sentence on your own husband?
NELLIE: Oh my God.
JAMES REED: Ye can’t ask her that.
JACOB DONNER: She can refuse. Thing is, I don’t
see as how any of us can know what to do any better.
You’re the best to pronounce.
PATRICK DOLAN: Aye. I see that.

FYitef ELLIQT: 1 vote Mrs. Reed pronounce sentence.
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NELLIE: James?

JAMES REED: I said I’d accept their verdict. Whatever it is. What sentence would
you have for me for the accidental manslaughter of John Snyder with his own knife?
(Silence.)

JAMES REED: Pronounce. “To do justice and judgment is more acceptable to the
Lord than sacrifice.”

NELLIE: Aye. Well. I will not see you hanged. Will it serve if he, if he, oh God save
us....Would it serve if he were to be banished?

VIRGINIA: Banished? To where?

PATRICK DOLAN: Ye mean follow at twenty paces?

NELLIE: No. I mean, ostracized from society which is, which is us. Banished from
us. To go on alone. No food, no fire, no wagon. No family. Would that serve?
JACOB DONNER: That would serve.

M Aye. That would serve. \
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But sur-vive.

Go ye in-to the wil-derness.——
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