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4. For a Nickel More
CUE:  (Undershaft):  It's all yours, boys!  
RAILMEN:  (Rray!)
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(PERCY enters, on a bicycle.  The bicycle is altered to include another set of wheels on its 
right, and an empty casing for what looks like it might hold an engine of sorts.)

CAPTAIN UNDERSHAFT:  Ah, here's Percy, my faithful faithful accountant!  Never a 
penny out of place.  Just in time, Percy, these boys have just settled for a nickel an hour less.

RAILMEN: A nickel an hour less, rah!, a nickel an hour l--   

CAPTAIN UNDERSHAFT:  Yes, yes, we've established that.  Now -

(PERCY is having troubles dismounting the bicycle.)

CAPTAIN UNDERSHAFT:  What is that you're riding, Percy?

PERCY (dismounting lazzi): This?  Why, this is the future of America!

HOSS:  I thought we were the future of America.

PERCY:  It's an invention I've been working on...off the clock, sir, on my own time!

RAILMEN & UNDERSHAFT:  But what is it?

PERCY: Well, I don't yet know what to call it.  It's an external steam-driven thing, a 
hydrosynthesizing quadracycle, or it will be one day.  Just imagine it!  A four wheeled 
vehicle which can go forward on its own steam, without peddling!  Mark my words, 
gentlemen, one day, maybe a hundred years from now, mankind will be racing around on 
paved roads at speeds in excess of twenty miles an hour.

(The RAILMEN roar with laughter.)

TOM:  Twenty miles an hour!

DINNER PAIL:  It'll never happen.

PERCY:  Yes, it will, my friends.  


